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Our  34th  President: 
Ike's  Campaign,  Election  and  Inaug- 
uration in  Historic  Cartoons  by- 
Jacob  Burck  [in  the  Chi.  Sun-Times] 


*-*—<&& 


"tt 


:■'.'.•       '■'•< 

'-•£:<.• 

''.-."             '•''':'•.''.-■ . 

.  .            ...   ■ 

?.-  •  ^  '- 

.                                                                  '."."  V,," 

1 

'v.;„- 

*'■ 

'1"  -."■' .'  ■ 

'•■•':  V 

-.    ■  .   , 

''£&.:'■: 

'.  "     • 

■  '•!': 

■  'V-  ■'  •'','.*'•  ■■'■  "^  "  ' 

'       "'•.."     ,*-**-■':.■ 

--'"■.,' 

m 


■  .-.';■■•"'■ 
... ,. 


si 


»« 


'AT 


■    ":'.•.,  ;;>^    :,.;.:■>'  >:•     '  ''        -      .' ■ 


,  v.;. 


vp  ■ 


■ 


■:■&■;:' 


fe  ^ 


Ike's  campaign,  election  and  inauguration 
in  historic  cartoons  by 


PRICE  50c 


Copyright,  1953,  The  Chicago  SUN-TIMES 


OF  THE  CHICAGO  SUN-TIMES 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign 


http://archive.org/details/our34thpresident00burc 


.9*1 

wbyr 

Jacob  Burck   is  known   to   millions   of   American   newspaper   and    magazine 
readers  as  one  of  the  nation's  best  cartoonist  commentators  on  current  events. 
His  daily  observations  in   picture   form   are   sometimes   pungent,   sometimes 
piguant  and  sometimes  poignant.    But  they  are  always  the  story  of  our  times 
as  viewed  by  an  artist  who  thinks  in  pictures  instead  of  words. 

It  was  as  an  artist  that  Burck  began  his  career.   He  hoped  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  Rembrandt  and  Daumier.    His  work  at  the  Art  Students  League  in 
New  York  attracted  wide  attention.    He  became  a  protege  of  the  late  Albert 
Sterner,  famous  illustrator  and  portrait  painter.    In  1935  an  exhibition  of  five 
12-foot  murals  painted  by  Burck  was  exhibited  at  the  Fine  Arts  Building,  New 
York.    He  also  has  had  work  shown  at  the  Cleveland  Museum,  the  Whitney 
Museum  of  American  Art,  the  Modern  Museum  of  Art  in  New  York  and  the 
Art  Institute  of  Chicago. 

But  artists  traditionally  starve  in  garrets  and  in  the  depression  '30's  Burck 
turned  to  free  lance  cartooning  to  pay  the  rent  for  his  studio.   Soon  his  cartoons 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  late  Charles  Ross,  who  was  then  editor  of  the 
editorial  page  of  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,  and  who  later  became  President 
Truman's  press  secretary.    Burck  joined  the  staff  of  the  Post-Dispatch  in  1937. 
He  was  hired  away  by  the  Chicago  Times  a  year  later. 

In   1940  Burck  achieved  fame  in  the  newspaper  world  by  winning  the 
coveted  Pulitzer  prize.    The  winning  cartoon  was  a  heartrending  picture  of  a 
child  victim  of  war,  kneeling  in  prayer  as  planes  roared  overhead.    (See  cut.) 
Burck's  cartoons  have  been  used  in  recent  years  by  the  U.S.  State  Depart- 
ment in  overseas  propaganda  in  the  cold  war  against  communism.   Although 
produced  primarily  for  the  Chicago  SUN-TIMES,  Burck's  cartoons  are  sold  to 
30  newspapers  through  the  SUN-TIMES  Syndicate.   In  addition  they  are  widely 
reprinted  in  other  newspapers  and  magazines  and  are  freguently  used  as 
illustrations  in  encyclopedias,  textbooks  and  similar  educational  publications. 
The  original  of  many  of  Burck's  cartoons  hang  in  the  offices  of  public 
officials,  business  executives  and  other  admirers  of  his  work. 

(For  continuity,  some  of  the  cartoons  in  the  following  pages  are  not  in 
chronological  seguence.    Running  commentary  by  Robert  E.  Kennedy,  Chief 
Editorial  Writer,  Chicago  SUN-TIMES.) 
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' If  I  should  die  before  I  wake 


1940  PULITZER  PRIZE  CARTOON 


■."  :■:■'.    ■'■■':    '■:■:  ... 


■■■  '    ::-;:  :■••:■>:•  '■•  ■>:■;■:■:-:■:■:*:■  '■•:•:  "■"----■■:■: 


"LOOK-NO  HANDS!" 
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As  the  Big  Campaign  of  1952  began,  the 
Republican  Party  was  sailing  high. 


'HIT  PAY  DIRT  YET,  ROBERT?' 


' 
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Sen.  Taft  was  running  for  President  again 
and  was  busy  panning  the  New  Deal. 


"HE  SAYS  IF  HE  GETS  ENOUGH  BOX-TOPS 
HE  CAN  BE  PRESIDENT" 
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He  wanted  the  nomination  so  much  he  could  taste  it. 


VICTORY  THROUGH  AIR  POWER? 


Mr.  Truman  wanted  Taft  to  have   it,  too.  Said  he'd  be  the  easiest 
Republican  to  beat.   Sen.  Taft  returned  the  compliment. 
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'WHO  SAID  HORSEMEAT?" 
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But  millions  of  independent  voters  shuddered  at  the  prospect  of 
choosing  between  Truman  and  Taft.   They  wanted  a  real  change  . 
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'NOW,   I  WISH  YOU'D   DO  SOMETHING 
FOR  ME   NEXT   NOVEMBER,   SON" 
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They  liked  Ike.    So  did  the  Chicago  SUN-TIMES  which  announced 
its  support  of  Eisenhower  for  the  presidency  on  Jan.  7. 


GETTING  UP  STEAM 


Eisenhower's  candidacy  boomed.   It  worried  the  Democrats  . 


'ARE  YOU  ALL  THERE?" 
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It  worried  the  Taft  people,  too. 


"MAYBE  WE  SHOULDN'T  FIRE  'TILL 
WE  SEE  THE  WHITES  OF  HIS  EYES" 
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They  decided  against  a  frontal  assault. 


RUSTLER'S  MOON 
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And  began  a  flank  attack. 
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At  this  stage  of  the  campaign,  it  was  delegates  that  counted. 
Taft  had  a  good  head  start,  but 


'-AND  IKE  NEVER  EVEN  LAID  A  GLOVE  ON  HIM!" 
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the  voters  slowed  him  down  in  New  Hampshire 


"WILL  YOU  GIVE  ME  A  HAND,  MISTER?" 
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And  in  Maine  and  Minnesota. 


IN  HIS  VEST  POCKET 


But  the  tide  turned  after  the  Nebraska,  Wisconsin  and  Illinois 
primaries.  It  was  now  the  Ike  people's  turn  to  worry. 


'HE  SAYS  HE'S  NOT  TAKING  IT  OFF  UNTIL  HE  WINS" 
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Particularly  since  Ike  didn't  seem  to  be  trying  very  hard  to 
win  the  nomination.  "Come  home,"  pleaded  his  supporters,  so 
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in  June,  Ike  came  home  from  Paris 


'LOO£LI?ETTY  GO°D  WITHOUT  HIS  UNIFORM,  DOESN'T  HE? 
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and  stripped  for  action. 


"JUST  WHY  SHOULD  I  TAKE  OFF  MY  UNIFORM?" 


Sen.  Taft  modestly  declined  to  follow  suit. 


"YOU  HAVEN'T  BEEN  THE  SAME  SINCE  HE'S  COME  BACK' 
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He  felt  neglected 


CAN   HE   PACK  'EM  IN? 
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and  began  throwing  his  weight  around. 
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"YO-HO-HO-AND  A  BOTTLE  'O'  RUM!" 
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As  the  GOP  convention  opened,  Taft  was  sitting  pretty.   He  had 
the  Republican  National  Committee  in  his  power 


"READY,  MAESTRO?" 


<st**ec*L 


and  was  ready  to  call  the  tune. 
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SUICIDE  PACT 
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There  seemed  to  be  nothing  left  for  the  GOP  to  do 
but  sign  on  the  dotted  line  until 


CAMERA  SHY 


the  public  wanted  to  know  more  about  those  rustled 
delegates.   When  TV  was  banned  from  hearings  and 
the  Ike  people  began  demanding  "fair  play" 
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'HOW  THICK  A  SKIN  DOES  HE  THINK  I'VE  GOT?" 


the  convention  took  on  a  New  Look. 


'CAREFUL,   BOB!     WANNA  WRECK  US?" 
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So  did  the  Taft  machine. 
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UNSEATED! 
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There  were  a  few  minor  adjustments  necessary 


TIME   FOR  A  CHANGE 
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as  the  GOP  made  up  its  mind. 


"SAY,  DAD-YOU  LOOK  SHARP!' 
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Some  delegates  couldn't  quite  get  used  to  the  idea. 


A  STITCH   IN   TIME- 
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But  it  felt  mighty  good  to  the  pachyderm's  epidermis. 


'tm-M,  LET  ME  SEE-WHOM  DO  /  LIKE?" 
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The  Democrats  still  had  a  dilemma. 


"S-SWEET-T-T  A-A-D-DLAI-' 
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The  man  they  really  wanted 
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"GREETINGS" 


had  to  be  drafted. 


'I   LIKE  'EM  BOTH!' 
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Everybody  said  that  both  parties  had  nominated  their  finest  men. 


"WE'VE  LOST,  COMRADE!" 
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Everybody,  that  is,  except  a  few  soreheads. 


DANGER 

KSANP 
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Ike  and  Adlai  said  right  at  the  start 
they  favored  a  clean  campaign. 


"JUST  WHAT  YOU  NEED  FOR  FALL  CLEANING,  LADY" 
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Everybody  knew  there  was  a  mess  in  Washington  that 
needed  cleaning.    Even  Stevenson  admitted  it. 


"WHAT  MESS?" 


But  Harry  didn't. 
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'YES-BUT  CAN   I  CONTAIN   IKE?" 
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He  began  laying  whistlestop  plans. 

He  wanted  to  give  the  Republicans  hell. 


'BUT   HARRY-ALL  I  WANT  YOU  TO  DO   IS  VOTE   FOR  ME" 
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Adlai  dropped  a  slight  hint  that  Harry 
could  help  more  by  staying  home. 


-AND  THE  WATERS  WERE  DIVIDED 
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Meanwhile  Ike  was  marching  right  down  the  middle. 


'BAH-JUST  A  TRUMAN   REPUBLICAN!' 
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He  disappointed  some  people  by  his  stand  on  Korea. 
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"WHAT'S  ALL  THIS  ABOUT  FLYING  TORCHES?7 
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Also  by  his  statement  that  liberty  should  never 
be  allowed  to  die  in  Soviet  satellites. 


'LAY  OFF!' 


There  were  some  attempts  to  smear  him. 


"WOW-W-W ! ! !" 
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But  his  popularity  was  growing. 


'HM-M-I   BETTER  WAIT  TILL  THEY  ALL   HATCH' 


cB&fec/c 
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The  Maine  election  in  September,  as  usual,  added  to  the  confusion. 


'WE'RE  GETTING  DOWN  TO  BARE  FACTS,  IKE' 


And  so  did  the  Nixon-Stevenson  financial  striptease. 


ZERO  HOUR 
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Sen.  Taft  got  ready  to  come  out  of  his  foxhole  and  battle  for  Ike. 


'OH,   I'M  USED  TO  THIS  SORT  OF  THING7 
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To  help  him  as  HST  was  helping  Adlai. 


"MM-M-I   KNOW  JUST   HOW   IKE   MUST   FEEL' 
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Harry  was  in  the  thick  of  the  battle. 


: 


'OH,  HARRY-SHE'S  MY  GIRL" 
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And  enjoying  himself. 


THE   GREAT  TRAIN   ROBBERY 
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Adlai  wondered  whether  Harry  was  helping  or  hurting  his  cause. 
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But  Ike,  too,  had  reason  to  wish  he  could 
escape  from  some  of  his  party  pals. 


'ONE  WAY  TO  THE  MOON" 
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And  some  of  them  wanted  to  get  away  from  him,  too. 


BATTLE  OF  THE  BROOMS 
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The  campaign  got  rougher  and  rougher. 


DARK  HORSE 
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The  independent  voter  was  the  real  dark  horse. 


"WHO  SAID  LEND  ME  YOUR  EARS? 
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The  parties  themselves  seemed  to  be  undergoing  a  transformation. 


"ROUND  AND  ROUND  SHE  GOES" 
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More  than  the  fate  of  the  nation  was  at  stake. 


"I  KNOW  YOU  CAN   DO  THE  JOB,   IKE" 


;#•-■' 


m 


&***&& 


Ike's   old  friend  was  still   with   him   urging 
him  on  and  sure  enough,  Ike  was 


BEGINNING  OF  A  NEW   ERA 


The  Winnah! 


FIRST  JOB  IN  20  YEARS 


Ike  put  the  old  elephant  right  to  work. 


YOUR   COUNTRY   NEEDS  YOU! 
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Adlai  Stevenson,  a  good  loser  and  a  good  American, 
prepared  to  help  Ike  bring  about  a  real  national  unity! 


ANOTHER  HILL  TO  TAKE 


&l'~y/-/'v. 


&**/&>&+ 


And  as  Gen.  Eisenhower  became  President  Eisenhower, 
the  whole  world  waited  for  his  next  campaign. 
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